
Happy Birthday! Steve turns
71 this year.

Buy your
Daily Recreation Permits

from our Office

Fishing
Horse Trails
Hiking
Glamping
Prospecting
Rock hunting
Metal detecting

Th e
Lo st

h i st o r y
M u seu m

14115 Valles Mines School Road
Valles Mines, Missouri 63087 USA

Visit us on the web at
VallesMines.com

Of
Va l l es M i n es

Open
By Appointment
636-551-8705

Only 44 minutes
from the Arch

-Si n c e 1749-



Th e Lo st  H i st o r y  M u seu m  Of  Va l l es M i n es
550 million years of seismic activity made the
Ozark Mountains and millions of years of
weather wore them down. Ore from a cave sys-
tem 8,000 feet deep ended up exposed on our
highest peak at 1133 ft in elevation. These lead
deposits near the surface got the attention of
French trader Francois Valle while trading with
indigenous Natives. At first he bought the lead
and shipped it to New Orleans, France and New
York. Surface mining followed for decades. By
1824 deeper mining into the cave system un-
locked millions of pounds of lead, tiff (barite),
and by the late 1800’s, zinc, which had been
cast aside as waste until then.

No one can  ride every trail in a
day. Picnic or romance, or just
relax under a tree near our 840 ft.
deep Artesian Well, traced to an

underground river from Arkansas.Use your phone to download
maps from the map sections
of our website.


